
Inspection of Busy Little Bees Nursery 
(Shirley) Ltd
2 Newborough Road, Shirley, Solihull, West Midlands B90 2HA

Inspection date: 29 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children play in a stimulating environment and demonstrate high levels of curiosity 
and concentration. They confidently explore and investigate different textures and 
materials. Children practise their good handling skills in a variety of ways. Older 
children play at 'The potion station' and use pipettes to draw up water from a tray 
and then deposit it into small bottles. They explore textures and smells as they 
decide which flowers and herbs to mix to create their potions. The children readily 
use mathematical language, such as 'full' and 'empty'. When they squeeze the end 
of the pipette, they comment on the water squirting out 'super fast'. Children 
behave well and play cooperatively. Staff acknowledge when children are kind to 
each other, and children say that this is because they are friends. Relationships 
between staff and children are very good. Children are introduced to their key 
person during a home visit, and a gradual introduction helps to support their 
emotional security. Staff observe, assess and plan well to challenge children and 
ensure they make good progress across the seven areas of learning. Teaching 
practice is strong. Staff support children effectively so that they acquire skills and a 
capacity to learn. They ensure that children's learning builds successfully on what 
they already know and can do. Parents initially provide information about what 
their child knows and can do. Staff and parents then continue to share information 
regularly. Parents share positive views about the provision. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has conducted a comprehensive review of practice during the 
second half of the year. Procedures for recruitment, selection, induction and 
supervision are robust. There have been many changes to the staff team. The 
provider has taken steps to create an environment where staff identify and 
share information about any pressures on them so that their welfare, as well as 
the children's, is consistently addressed. 

n The manager identifies that a priority for improvement is to develop the part of 
the outdoor area that has a forest school focus. Workshops for parents have 
been successful in the past and plans are being made for them to attend the 
nursery to learn more about phonics.

n Staff continually identify what children know and can do. They use this and 
children's interests to ensure that they consistently provide challenging activities 
for all children. Children develop good skills that help them to be ready for the 
move on to the next stage in their education.

n All children are encouraged to explore and develop their own ideas. Babies 
discover what happens when they make marks in liquid paint with ice cubes. 
They have easy access to a variety of textures and materials for sensory 
exploration. Toddlers decide how to decorate cards that will be used to frame 
photographs of their families. They enjoy being creative with glue, glitter and 
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paint. 
n Older children express themselves confidently and young children's speaking 

skills are developing well. However, at times, staff do not give children enough 
time to put their thoughts into words during discussion and when questions are 
asked of them. Staff do not make the most of some opportunities to extend 
younger children's vocabulary.  

n Children confidently make decisions about their play. They can choose to play 
indoors or outdoors, and they can choose to select toy boxes that are clearly 
labelled with print and pictures.

n Staff teach children to independently manage their personal needs and 
understand and adopt good hygiene practices. Children learn to manage tasks 
for themselves, such as putting on their coats. Very young children are 
encouraged to recognise when they need a tissue for their noses, and staff hold 
a mirror for them so that they can see if they have wiped successfully.

n Children gain some awareness of similarities and differences in society. 
However, staff do not fully promote children's awareness of cultures, traditions, 
beliefs and families outside their own experience.

n Children make good progress in their literacy development. Toddlers enjoy 
listening to the story of the week. This links to their interest in dinosaurs. Staff 
encourage older children to write for different purposes, such as recording how 
they have created their magic potions.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff complete training to keep their child protection knowledge up to date. They 
are aware of the signs of abuse and neglect and know the local referral procedures 
to follow if they have a concern. They are aware of their duty to prevent children 
being drawn into situations that put them at risk. The provider makes sure that the 
premises are secure so that children cannot leave unsupervised and unwanted 
visitors cannot gain access. Staff identify and successfully minimise potential risks 
indoors and outdoors. Staff suitability is addressed through recruitment and 
selection procedures that meet requirements.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make the most of opportunities for extending young children's vocabulary, and 
give children more time to put their thoughts into words when talking with them 
and when asking them questions

n extend practice for raising children's awareness of cultures, traditions, beliefs 
and families outside their own experience.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY338609

Local authority Solihull

Inspection number 10071927

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 53

Number of children on roll 74

Name of registered person Busy Little Bees Nursery (Shirley) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906300

Telephone number 0121 744 4858

Date of previous inspection 10 November 2015

Information about this early years setting

Busy Little Bees Nursery (Shirley) Ltd registered in 2006. The nursery employs 12 
members of childcare staff. Of these, two staff hold early years qualifications at 
level 6, one is qualified at level 4 and eight at level 3. The nursery opens Monday 
to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Burnet

Inspection activities

n The inspector conducted a tour of the nursery with the nursery manager.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 
n The inspector held meetings with the provider, nursery manager and the 

company's quality manager. She looked at relevant documentation and evidence 
of the suitability and qualifications of staff.  

n The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager and the quality 
manager. She discussed teaching methods with them.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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